Beverly Hills,
90210

RETAIL VIDS
Frances Chan plays safe on

RED HOT &
DAMNCE

{$39.95)

This Is, uh, "adu- £
tainment™! I's aim-
ed at teenagers
and features per-
formances from the
Alds Dance-A-Thon
and some hard-
hitting facts about
the Aids epidemic.
There's interviews
with celebrities and non-celebrities, people who
are HIV positive, and the words come loud and
clear with graphic video images set against
deep bass grooves. Some of the live perfor-
mances are of dublous quality but the variety is
good — EMF, Marky Mark, Lisa Stansfield, C+C
Music Factory. If you don't fancy the music, iry
and see this video anyway - the messages are
too important to miss. ek ek

U2 Achtung Baby ($35.95)

In typical U2 fashion, this hour-long vid is
stylish and serlous, full of distorted media
Images, grainy black and white interview
footage, and ridiculous shots of Bono in
those stupid sunglasses smoking thin cigars.
There's a brief history of the band in video
snippets, where Bono has a striking resem-

EMF: “Take a rubber to bed, kids!®

blance to ol' haystack-head Richard Marx,
and you gel fo see Adam Claylon before he
found a decent hairdresser! There's nine
videos here from Aechiung Baby bul be
wamud there are THREE versions of One
and Even Belter Than The Real
Thing. | guess with the money
they earn they can afford it, but
who needs It L & &

PUNK (535.95)

Forget that these kids can't
play thelir Instruments or sing
in tune, it's the spirit that
counts, right? Here are 18 live
and very raw clips of punk
bands that shook the music
establishment in the lale 1970s
— from the Sex Pistols (unfortunately minus
Sid Viclous), to The Buzzcocks
and The Jam. The most entertain-
ing, however, must be lggy Pop,
who writhes around the floor like
a demon possessed, chest
smeared in his own blood from
razor culs. The rest are a bunch
of snotty, spotty English youths
with a lot of angst and not
enough dress sense. Bob Geldol
screams like a lunatic in The
Boomtown Rats, The Clash's Joe
Strummer trips over his mic
stand and bangs his head, and
suicide victim lan Curtis from Joy
Divislon has an awesome voice,
but dances like Mr Bean!

Siousxie: The original
punk goth chick.

Perhaps punk chick Siouxsle Sioux explains it
best: "We werent musicians ... in our nalvety we
started making this nolse that was ours.” *k ik

ROD STEWART V d Heart
Tour (5$29.95)

Gel real, Rod - you're 48-years-old! Jumping
around like a chicken on stage singing rougher
than sandpaper is really, really embarrassing.
Somehow the songs Forever Young and Do Ya
Think I'm Sexy? are nol quite appropriate, Mot
only does he do terrible versions of his own
mmmm-mﬂsmm
as well. Oh dear.

SHINDIG! Presents Sixties
Superstars (524.95)
Welcome groovers, 1o the show where the
mmmcﬂuﬂr,ﬂuhﬂr is greasy, and the
wm girls are screamy! Just before
the psychedelic explosion,
bands like The Byrds, Mamas
& Papas, and The Turtles sang
really poppy but lovely tunes,
which feature on this 1960's
special. But the man with the
most stars in his eyes is per-
fectly manicured host Jimmy
O'Nelll, whose halr has been
sprayed solid, eyebrows
plucked, teeth buffed, and not
& nose hair out of place. Also
in the Shindig! serles — Jerry
Lee Lewis, Soul, Groovy Gals,
and Moteor Clty Magic (Chicago
sounds). HEkk




RETAIL VIDS
Frances Chan...

MINISTRY In Case You Didn't Feel
Like Showing Up (Live)

Full on! After watching this you'll feel like hav-
ing a litthe lie down. Ministry play hard, fast,
and heavy, and they have a chicken wire fence

between them and their psychoactive audi-

ence. Two drum-
mers and three gul-
tarists belt out tunes
with real menace
while we see rather
arty silhouettes of
stage divers hurling
themselves into the
moshing throng
below. The filming
creates a sense of
chaos by cutling
betweoen
colour/black &
white/polarised neg-
ativafindustrial scenes/distorted images. Fire
eaters and a flaming wheel of death feature in
Bumning Inside, but the highlights are Thieves
and Stigmata where the pace speeds up at an
incredible rate and Alan Jourgensen's unre-
peatable, defamatory vocal chants are breath-
taking {and funny!) Ex-Dead Kennedy's front-
man Jello Biafra recites a warped “allegiance
to the flag' poem where he refers o America
as the “United Snakes of Captivity”, then the
band follow up appropriately with The Land Of
Rape and Honey. Play this really LOUD and
hawve fun pissing everybody offl % v

TORI AMOS Little Earthquakes

It was such a treat when Tori toured here last
year, playing small venues where you weren't
suffocated by cigarette smoke and you could
actually sit down and see the stage! The live
tracks on this video capture the intimacy of
her periormance — she's very personal and
direct, and com-
pelling to watch.
Her videos are
also unconven-
tionally simple —
white back-
grounds, pale
make-up, and an
array of slightly
odd outfits. There
are interviews as
well, revealing
some of Tori's
innermost
thoughts, including a story she lells of ado-
lescence being “the cruellest place on earth™.
I'm sure we can all relate to that one.
R

GUNS N’ ROSES Use Your lllusion Il
You'd expect something a little more awe-
some from the biggest rock band in the world
at the moment. GN'R are up to the same old
rock'n'roll antics, but everything seems so
PLANNED. As Slash starts playing his dou-
ble-pronged guitar for Knockin' On Heavens
Door (with finely manicured fingernails), a
roadie speeds across the stage just to stuff a
fag in his mouth. How ridiculous! They try to
make the obligatory 20 minute drum salo
{yawn) interesting with flashing strobe lights.
It doesn't work. And then there’'s Axl who

competes with Madonna for the most number
of costume changes in one show — nine
colour co-ordinated outfits, no less! Lel's
sea...there’s a Jesus Christ 1-shirt, a brocade
shirt, a plaid shirt and kilt, a string top, 8 cow-
boy shirt, a grid iron uniform, etcl He always
keeps his white cycle pants on though, and
there are lots of close-ups of his tight ass,
if you're interested in that kind of thing.
It's a shame when Axl opeans his mouth
because his voice is totally shot and ruins
every song. He even needs a tv monitor
with autocue lyrics on It! As usual, there's
a black vamp backing singer, and the horn
section comprises of three girls wearing
belts and thigh high boots with high, high
hair — and the boys ogle at them sleazily
when they get to do their solos. Slash
refers to GN'R as a “glorified guitar band”™
and | agree with him. "

RED HOT CHILI PEPPERS What Hits?
For everyone who just discovered the Chilis last
year, this video will prove that they have always
been funky, always had tatioos, and always had the
tendency to take their clothes off on stage. This is
been seen to the extreme on their version of Jimi
Hendrix's Fire, performed wearing absolutely noth-
ing except for socks on their willies! The early
videos use a lot of the "blue key' effect with iImages
and shapes swirfing away in the background and
four boys in baggy shorts pulling funny faces in the
foreground. They get to wear silly costumes and
use all their friends as extras In Fight Like A Brave
and Catholic School Qirls Ruwle, but all of their
videos are manic, Their hair colours may change,
but the enengy stays the samea. The last three tracks
are [ive but have been seen betore in another video,
Psychedefic Sexfunk Live From Heaven.

L83

RETAIL VIDSbr Frances Chan

| used to think that Bon Jovi had
absolulely no redeeming features
but I've finally found one = Jon's
new haircut! I'm impressed by the
way those strands just flop per-
tectly over Jon's forehead. But
tha illusion is shattered when you
see him backstage before the
show - pre-hairapray! Beyond
Jon's hair, KEEP THE FAITH
- AN EVENING WITH BON
JOVI still ain't bad compared to
the yawn-o-rama of their stadium
show. A typlcal MTV concert with
the band singing along in a cosy

1=

Jon Bon Jowi

circle on high stools, sell-con-
sciously shooting each other
knowing looks and smirks. it's
surprisingly bearable, even when
Richia brings out his
double-pronged guitar (snigger),
They start off with a great version
of Tha Beatles' With A Littie Help
From My Friends, do bluesy cov-
ers of Fever and We Golta Get Out
Of This Piace. It's spalit by the
nursery rhymes of Bad Medicine,
but the rackin’ finale, Keep The
Faith, is cool. *% %% An eighties
revival? Gaod help us if looking like
Siouxsie & The Bansheas
becomaes the NEXT BIG THING.
TWICE UPON A TIME shows
the demented Cleopatra of Goth In
15 videos dating from 1982-92 in
some of the mast hideaus outfits
ever sedn! It's all sparkly black
lace, lycra and PVC. Cher must
have been taking notes! Wearing
the hair and make-up that inspired
a decade of gothy, spotty youths,
Slouxsie is fascinating to watch.
Her singing is nothing special, but
sha flings herself about, arms
waving dramatically, face stuck in
& parmanent glare, whila the
Banshees look incredibly bored in
the background. Thelr biggest hits

= Dear Prudence and The
Passenger - are here, as well as
some lesser known material
including a song they wrote with
the guy who penned the thema to
The Simpsons! A great history les-
son, ¥ % &% Mande White looks
like she's in agony, but she's hav-
ing a great time, honest! if the
pace of most exercize videos
leaves you dead, STRETCH &
FLEX is for you. Six 15-minute
programmes of basic yoga posi-
tions, strétching and relaxation
techniques with Mande nattering
on all the way. Admittedly, she
treats you like a five year old, and
she's patronising to her elderly ol’
mum who joins in the class with
her: “Don’t pull your leg off mum,
you'll need it!", "Mum! You look
like you've just come out of a pret-
ral packet!” Mande (s a Rachel
Hunter who never got out of the
suburbs - a down—to—earth, parky,
Kiwi lass. The yoga focus here will
keep you youthful and flexible and
give you control over your breath-
ing s0 you won't collapse on the
floor after the session s finished.
Buy it for your mum and do the
exarcises with her — gnd try not to
be mean. ** %  After years of
screaming and posing in rock
bands, Elvis Costello goes high
brow with the Brodsky Quartet to

FOR BEGINNERS TO ADVANC-

produce THE JULIET
LETTERS. Teamed with a string
quartet, he tries to re—discover his
classical roots. So why's he still
screaming then? The man's
singing, devoid of all subtlety,
spoils what could otherwise be
some nice tunes, The songs are all
strung around letters (love letters,
Dear John letters). The dullest let-
ter makes for the best song, & note
to the lawyers firm, Jacksons
Monk And Rowe. It's not written by
Elvis and the coolest bit is the
“tunky™ cello. The performances
are very english and proper. The
end result s very.. ZZZ! %k



TV PREVIEW by rrances chan

BEWVEHLY HILLS

TATTLE TALES

Wea know you're going to be
glued 1o ihe tubs when the Brand-
e meres of Sevarly Hitte BOZTO
kioks off in Jdanasry on TW3. Jual
I mnke surs pou don'l miss amy

aof tha sordid surprisas, we're
going bo spill the basns on them!
Hare's the goss: Bronda gosss 1o
college In homaly Mienesota but
tha silly bitch thinka ahe’a oo
ool for all tha s there. Baing
amang remds s so unbaarsble for
Brendo thal ahe just snaps,

paoks bar begs and heads beck
ho LA in Ehe middie of the night
Kelly and Oylan return from thale
trig Yo Paris = spartl They make
up gain, Bl nod for long. Kally
s waoed by @ saniar 88 a tacky
disco parly. find DylanT Ha just
piute amobher wrinkia-lifne in that
parrugstad farshead and says
he's mot Indo tha scens, man, Bud
ha doas develop a crush oan.,

Tha gang B5
iy wers when
it &ll atmried
5,000 years =qo.

gunsl Bramdon and Sleve stay &b
3 beschside condo tor the bole,
male-bonding like mad, and
EraAdan gels real closs 1o 8 sexy
older woman (played by onss ol
Primsea's se—golpols, DNemond o
Prar| - wa'f& nat sure whilehij,
Oyisn do=en't get accapled into
Berkeiey mad Andres [loaking
avary Bour of har 30-semething
woars) dasides to flog going ko
Yule, Guess whai? The whole
silly craw &nd up golng ia
Cafitcrmin Unlversity. Coernoenient,
huh? Branden and Shewe ged inka
a Ffrabernity whoose Enidieks stand
for KEG, and Steve spends hig
days getting bioila, Beanwhile
the girls and ep n pukay frat
waaring pénk drassss and singlng
songa By sandledight. 06 their
min—oisient wagas, Keity, Domna
arsd Dawid sent 3 spacious apart-
ment by the saa, First-lime fat-
tars hifi: David ks @ real &lab) He
aleo skips classss becouse he's
so worn owi from daing the
graveyard shill af the Uni readia
sAntion, His boss gives him e little
white pill ks halp him stay awakes
{Da wa detect o drugygy sloryline
developing?), Donna does
aluit—ull bt wear the teasiset Ho-
ral frocks with chokers and bilg
1ramaing boots, She #2106 won't
hove sex with Devid — he's Dusy
nights anyway. Bui dral Andrea
kg dolmg Tha wild thimg with har
inll, dark and scola ewle Engilsh
tutor] Cutragsous — almosil They
da wep condoms. Branda gets a
bit af lowe sclion too, with a Fich,
well connactad alder guy. But
pity peor Brandon! he's laft with
= flimg Ehat waan't & feng ard an
incradibly manky paw Raireul.
What a total wuasl Lods of othar
giull kappeno too, Bl we can't
tell pou abow L That would rsin
avargthing!



